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For immediate release: September 30, 1992

Boston — The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has negotiated

an order modification with the Ciba-Geigy Corporation, of
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soil gas sampling, and sampling of surface water''and sediments in 
■ the Pawtuxet River. ’ '■' ;
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Results of these investigations indicate that elevated 
levels of volatile and semi-volatile organic compounds are 
present in ground water and soils on-site in the production area.

Frank 'liat't'agl i'a WasTe Wanagement Division, 
Joshua Secunda, Office of Regional Counsel, 
Frank McIntyre, Office of External Programs,

Ardsley, N.Y., to conduct short-term interim measures to

stabilize certain releases of volatile and semi-volatile organic -•
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compounds at its Cranston, R. I., property. ■
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. The stabilizationactivities specified inEPAzs order 
modification! are treatment of cbntaminatied ,soil% 'in the 
production area along Mill Street and installation of a ground 

water pump and;treat system in the production area to prevent

Pawtuxet River.
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i The; EPA action is implemented under the> 1984 Federal. r 
Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments (HSWA) of the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act’(RCRA) , and is. part of the 
"corrective action" process?” j 7 7 -t

I .Since 1990, . Cib.a.r,Geigy has ^conducted; erivX’rpilm^htai! in „ne' 
investigations underthe terms bfthe^priginal consent order., 

These?investigations included installation.and sampling;of ground 
water|monitoring wells on and off site, off-zsite soil sampling in 
and abound residences neighboring the: facility, on-site soil and

contaminated ground water from migrating from the facility to the
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will address contaminated ground water. .and '
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The EPA action ---- - .

soils in the production area. All areas will still undergo a 
Phase II investigation under the terms of the original consent 
order subject to the revised implementation schedule in the order 

modification.

This is the first stabilization action to be negotiated and 
incorporated into a corrective action order in EPA Region I.

"We're pleased with the company's willingness and 
cooperation in implementing the stabilization activities. They 
are ahead of schedule, having already completed the first action 
required by this order, ” said Merrill Hohman, director of EPA s 

Region I waste management division.

Ciba-Geigy Corporation operated the Cranston facility until 

1986, manufacturing pharmaceuticals, agricultural products, 
plastics additives, textile auxiliaries and bacteriostats. The 
company maintains ownership of the property and all but two 
buildings were demolished and removed in 1987. Currently a 
warehouse is being used as a storage/staging area and field 

office for the ongoing site investigation.

Actions taken under this order modification will be subject 

to EPA review and/or approval.
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